
Prosody is an essential component of human speech. Prosody, broadly, describes all of the 
production qualities of speech that are not involved in conveying lexical information. Where the 
words are “what is said”, prosody is “how it is said”. Prosody of speech, plays an important role 
not only in communicating the syntax, semantics and pragmatics of spoken language, but also in 
conveying information about the speaker and their internal state (e.g. emotion or fatigue).

Understanding prosody is critical to understanding speech communication. Spoken Language 
Processing (SLP) technology that approaches human levels of competence will necessarily include 
automatic analysis of prosody. Despite the importance of prosody in spoken communication, 
researchers are often unable to reliably incorporate prosodic information into applications. One 
explanation is a lack of compact, consistent, and universal representations of prosodic information.  
This talk will describe the state of the art in prosodic analysis and its use in spoken language 
processing with a focus on the development of new representations of prosody.
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