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Mark Noonan, English
City of Print: New York and the Periodical Press 
from the Antebellum Era to the Digital Age

Like serials themselves, the history of publishing in New 
York can be read as a “continuing story,” with periodicals 
and their contents representing the diverse, shifting cultural 
politics of the city itself. Disparate voices of New York’s 
periodical press contended for the attention of various 
reading communities, relying on an extensive network of 
workers and the latest in printing technologies that only New 
York’s vast resources and talent pool could often provide. 
“City of Print: New York and the Periodical Press,” a summer 
institute sponsored by the NEH, will bring university faculty 
together from across the country to study this archive and 
explore both the influence of place on publications and the 
influence of these publications on place. For this talk, Mark 
Noonan, the Director of this Institute, will discuss new 
interdisciplinary approaches for researching and teaching 
periodicals that take into account the important site of 
their production, as well as relevant cultural, technological, 
aesthetic, and historical considerations. 
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